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Dear Friends
Coronavirus, facial-recognition technology, and GOD

China is very much in the news at the moment with the Coronavirus, otherwise
known as Covid 19 by the World Health Organisation. We have watched incredible
scenes of people dying in the streets and of huge logistical exercises to repatriate
British citizens. But there is much more than the Coronavirus to concern us with
regards China. Rebecca Paveley, writing in the Church Times, says “In China,
surveillance cameras with facial-recognition technology have been installed in
churches, and some churches have reported that members of the congregation
must queue for facial-recognition checks before services. One church that refused to
allow filming in it’s sanctuary was banned and demolished, Open Doors said.”
“In India, which is ranked tenth on the list of the most dangerous places for
Christians to live, there are fears that the introduction of a nation-wide facialrecognition system will lead to further persecution of Christians”.
The latest World Wide Watch List, compiled by the charity Open Doors, which
monitors the persecution of Christians around the world, shows a 6% increase in the
number of Christians persecuted for their faith.
According to data compiled by the Open Doors charity, every day eight Christians
were killed for their faith, and 23 were raped or sexually harassed. Each week, 182
churches or Christian buildings were attacked, and 276 homes of Christians were
destroyed.
But God is ahead of any facial recognition technology, “I chose you before I gave
you life, and before you were born I selected you” (Jer 1: 5), “The person who loves
God is known by him” (1 Cor 8: 3), “Even the hairs on your head have been counted.
So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows!” (Luke 12: 7). “I will
give up whole nations to save your life, because you are precious to me and because
I love you and give you honour. Do not be afraid—I am with you!” (Isaiah 43: 4 – 5).
Be not afraid of any virus, discrimination or persecution, for God knows us and
God loves us. As we enter turbulent times, what with the Brexit implementation, and
it’s repercussions for many – many of different faiths and cultures to ours. Just
remember these words of the Prophet Isaiah... you are precious to me, I love you
and give you honour. Do not be afraid - I am with you!
Your Friend and Vicar
Canon Phillip
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Parish News Killay

W

e pray for those who are ill at home, in hospitals or nursing
homes. Our thoughts and prayers are also with those who
lovingly care tor them day by day: Phyllis Harris, Emlyn
Bawden, Eunice Miron, Fr. Roy Blewett, Margaret Harris, Barbara
Jones, Enid Sawday (Lime Grove|), Dr. Ann Ryan (now resident at April Court Nursing
Home, St. Helens Rd.) Eddie Rowe (at present at Gorseinon Hospital) and Madge
Ellis, Joan Perry (fallen at home and broken her wrist), Phyllis Davies is now resident
at the Old Vicarage Nursing Home, Sketty.
On a wet and windy Saturday (1 February) Simon Gwynn was working on installing
new radiators in the three toilets of the Parish Centre. There on the floor, acting as a
good helper, was Dylan. We have all heard Canon Phillip Gwynn, in delivering his
sermon on a Sunday at the pulpit, speaking about offering our talents, however
small. Dylan did not just hear his grandfather's words but he heeded them. Thank
you Dylan. But the story does not end there. Straight after helping his dad, they
both were off to St. Thomas Church to help with the Pantomime being held that
evening.
We all have witnessed the amount of work that has taken place at the Parish Centre,
due to the major flood we had in the summer. Thankfully it is now looking really
pristine and work has been completed. We are grateful for the co-operation received
from user groups during this time. It is worth recording that, with the exception of
one group, no groups had any meetings or sessions cancelled. That one group was
the toddlers group - it takes place on a Friday and is run by Sian Parkhouse and her
Team. They had 5 sessions cancelled due to workmen being in the corridor and, of
course, we had to ensure that children would not be endangered. Sian Parkhouse
accepted these cancellations with grace and understanding — no complaining but “I
understand and I will let the team and mothers know”. Thank you Sian for your
Christian attitude during these past months.
A thank you to Phyllis Cameron for her donations to St Martin’s Flower Fund, it is
very much appreciated.
***
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In remembrance of the late Mrs Pat Thomas
Pat was a regular worshipper at St Hilary’s & St Martin’s and she was a member of
the Mothers’ Union for 40 years. Last year she celebrated her 90th birthday. As a girl
she was educated at Glanmor School and later worked as a telephonist in Telephone
House, followed by employment at Singleton Hospital preparing instruments for
operations.
Pat and Vivian were married for 65 years and brought up their children; Carl, Kay
and Michael in Gower Road. She was always interested in the history of her
Norwegian heritage and spent time researching her great-great-grandfather’s
background in Bergen, Norway. Pat was a lovely, kind, generous, friendly and
beautiful lady. She will be missed by all of us, especially all of her family including
her children - Carl, Kay and Michael, grandchildren – Lewys, Bethan, Johan, Lauren,
Myles & Ceinwen, also her great-grandchildren – Asha, Esme, Marni, Sebastian and
Lena.
Celebration and thanksgiving for the life of Simon Gardner
The service took place at St. Stephen's church Port Tennant attended by 150 people
officiated by Rev. Steven Bunting. Simon's father Stephen Gardner gave the eulogy;
Dymphna's brother Pat Catney then sang an Irish folk song called The Parting Glass.
We moved on to Morriston Crematorium where the service was led by Father
Browne. The service was closed with the hymn Amazing Grace.
Refreshments and stories of Simon's short life were swapped at the Castellamare.
Pat Catney gave us another Irish song. Not wanting to be outshone the Welsh sang
Calon Lan which the Irish side of the family enjoyed joining in the chorus. Then
Simon's wife Asha's family from Tanzania gave a us song from their homeland. Two
songs from all sides of Simon's family was certainly a tribute to a well loved young
man and who will be sorely missed by family and friends.
May they rest in peace.
St Martin’s Church is available for hire. It can accommodate about 35 people.
If you are interested, please contact Church Wardens.

St Hilary’s Church Hall – Parish Centre
Two large rooms with refreshment and disabled facilities
available for hire ….. parties, anniversaries, meetings etc.

Phone 07562377157
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From darkness – to light!

T

he PCC had a dilemma recently,
when one of the old bulbs failed
high up in the roof of the knave.
Do we replace one, or do we replace all
eight. A decision was made that it was
more cost effective to change all eight in
one fell swoop, for more efficient and
brighter LED lights. Ian Dimblebee
estimated that there would be a cost
saving over the old lights, which took
several minutes to come on – of approx
38%. Simon hired a scissor lift and

accessed the new lights at a very good
price. A team of helpers gathered and
when Canon Phillip arrived mid-day, it
seemed like a tea party! All jokes aside,
within 300 minutes, all eight lights had
been changed; oh the angels got a bit
of a dusting too (see image). Thanks go
to Simon and Dylan Gwynn (who
cleaned the processional cross and altar
candlesticks), Alan Clewett, Murray
Davies, Roy Chapman, Ian Dimblebee,
Mike Powell, and Roger Draisey – who
gave approx 5 hours of their time. I
know Simon had great fun whizzing
around on the scissor lift (but needed
his son to show him where the
Instruction Manual was!), but it saved
them quite a bit of time, compared with
assembling and moving a scaffolding
tower numerous times – plus the higher
areas of the church got a good dusting!
This was a great example of a group of
people gathered around for the effective
completion of, what was, quite a big
task – saving the church a considerable
amount of money. You might need to
invest in sunglasses, due to the
increased brightness of these new LED
lights.
Thanks again one and all.

Angel duster

To Lithuania with love
Margaret Draisey from St.Martin’s has flown to Lithuania for knee replacement
surgery – Roger has stayed at home. We wish Margaret well and that God will keep
her safe until she returns to God’s green acre of Dunvant. Roger is open for dinner
invitations, also is happy to accept offers of a ‘little light dusting’! (lol).
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Would you like to help drive the church forward?
The day-to-day running of any Parish is driven by the Parochial Church Council, led by the
Vicar and Churchwardens. The PCC has to meet on four occasions annually – so not too
onerous a task. We need to have people with ideas, energy and positivity, to help the church
move forward into this new decade, the centenary year of the formation of the Church-inWales. The Church is God’s, but we need to listen for that still, small voice; is he calling you
to this important office within the church structure? Nomination forms are now available at
the back of the churches. To find out more about the work of the PCC, speak to one of the
Churchwardens who will happily talk you through.
The role of the Churchwarden
Any Parish is led by the Vicar with a team of Churchwardens. In Killay we have two Parish
Wardens and several Sub-Wardens. This year, two Parish Wardens are standing down for
various reasons. One is the Vicar’s Warden, the other is the People’s Warden. I will appoint
the new Vicar’s Warden, but the Peoples Warden needs to come from within the
congregation. There are nomination forms for Parish Peoples Warden at the back of the
churches. The Constitution of the Church-in-Wales states that all Parishes must have two
Churchwardens. Please pray about whether God is calling you to this most responsible role,
working closely with the Vicar and his other Wardens. Look around you, is there someone
you feel might be the right person to ask?
New year, new decade, new Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll is a comprehensive list of all who are members of the church. Those
eligible are people over the age of 16yrs, communicants who live within the parish
boundaries. If you habitually worship here, but live outside the parish, then your name can
be entered on the Roll. Every five years, these Rolls are wiped clean, and we have to start
afresh. It is important for us to get a true and accurate record of our numbers, with updated
contact details if you have moved. Please ensure that you have completed the form and
returned it to church. To vote at the Annual Vestry Meeting, or to hold any office in the
church, your name must be duly entered on the Electoral Roll.
Dates of Annual Meetings
St.Martin’s (Congregational Meeting) – Sunday 15th March, following morning Eucharist.
It is important that St.Martin’s members also attend the Parish Vestry meeting in St Hilary’s.
Parish of Killay Annual Vestry Meeting – Sunday 26th April, at Killay Parish Centre, starting
at approx 12.15pm.
Parish of Tycoch Annual Vestry Meeting – Sunday 22nd March following morning Eucharist.
Killay/Dunvant Inter-Church Quiz
This long running fun quiz, set up and run for many years by the late David Morgan takes
place on Tuesday 24th March at the Parish Centre, starting at 7pm. We ask that teams of no
more than x6 members sign up from the churches. Refreshments will be provided by
members of St.Joachim & St.Anne R.C. Church this year. This is a fun quiz, the coveted
trophy has been held by St.Hilary’s for several years now – let’s hold on to it!
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O

ur more informal monthly service entitled Café Church and held in the Parish
Centre continues to attract increasing numbers. It may not appeal to everyone
but sometimes the traditional worship many of us know and enjoy can be a little offputting to those unfamiliar with church. ..And we have coffee and cake!
We were pleased to welcome baby Atticus Rory into our church family at his recent
baptism in St Paul’s. It was lovely to see him so well supported by both family and
friends.
The recent stormy weather has made us realise the wisdom of removing trees at
risk in the churchyard. In time, there will be replanting of suitable trees and we also
have plans to create an orchard on the church field.
Once again the Open the Book team will be welcoming year 7
pupils to St Paul’s at the end of March for “Easter Experience” when
we relate the events of Holy Week in a simple and interactive way
to all the year 7 classes. In past years this has been well received by
both staff and children. The latter also enjoying the small Easter eggs distributed at
the end!
It has been nice to see some familiar faces returning to church after illness and we
think of those who are still unwell whether at home or in hospital and keep them in
our prayers.
Sue James
***
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Music at All Souls

F

irst-hand update of Australian
wild-fires from our friend Alison
(Dorothy Daulby’s Pen friend).
Not all of Australia is on fire!! Eastern
States, Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria and to a lesser extent Tasmania
have had it really bad. South Australia
had a major fire in the Adelaide Hills at
Cudlee Creek and towns nearby.
Kangaroo Island has had half the island
burnt. The fires are still burning but I
think they are more or less under
control. Smoke has been a very bad
problem for Sydney, Melbourne and
Canberra and to a lesser extent
Adelaide.
So many homes and properties
destroyed, lives lost, stock and wildlife. I
don't live anywhere near where the fires
are so the main problem has been
smoke and ash. It is surprising how far it
can travel. I first noticed the smoke after
a very hot spell and a cool change had
blown in, beautiful - no - a great wall of
smoke had come in with the change - so
not opening of doors and windows. If I
wanted to wash I had to check the
smoke situation and hope it would be
OK for the day, smokey washing is not
very pleasant. For the past couple of
weeks the weather has been cooler so
more pleasant but the firemen are still
busy. I haven't washed the car yet!! I
have been to Kangaroo Island

numerous times, it is a beautiful place
and has bounced back after bushfires
before, but not this bad that I can
remember. Dorothy has also been
several times with me. So much help
has come in for all those who have
suffered loss. As bushfire season is only
half way through, there should be no
repeat of previous months. Tourists are
now doing their bit by booking holidays
on K.I. and in the hills. Kangaroo Island
is a beautiful place and relies heavily on
tourism. There is wide variety of Wildlife
and a very large area of National Park
called Flinders Chase. The whole Park
has been completely burnt killing 80%
of the Koalas and it was well known for
its Koalas.
They had a
lot of
Wallabies,
small
kangaroos
on the island too. The Community have
been devastated and worried about
their income as they rely on tourism, but
the people of Adelaide are giving their
support by still visiting on the local
boats and the Princess Line ships are
once more anchoring off the Island and
sending passengers over. So the
Islanders can feel that they are not alone
and everyone really cares....... I thought
what a lovely Christian thing to do.

Our Director of Music is to undergo
quite major surgery in the coming days,
meaning that Lynne will be unable to
play for us until June or July. We wish
her well and hold her in our thoughts
and prayers, that she safely returns to
us. Over these months Canon Phillip has
secured two organists to cover. One is

14yrs old Danny Yuan, a pupil of Chris
Samuel. The other is Janie Thomas,
former long-term Organist at St.Peter’s,
Newton and wife of St.Hilary’s Organist
Huw Thomas. On the fourth Sundays,
Hazel Richards and Sue Jenkins have
kindly agreed to play two verses of two
hymns on the piano. The fourth Sunday
is our short, said service.

Prayers
When my daughter was young, she was glad to say her prayers, but she
always worried whether God would know which little girl she was.
One night after the usual ‘Amen’, she dropped her head upon her
pillow and closed her eyes. After a moment she said, “Lord! This prayer
comes from 203 Seldon Ave. I’ll get you the postcode tomorrow.”

Eat seasonally

E

co-warriors who lead protest marches may have good intent, but what are
they doing at home? Are they block-paving their gardens or eating avocados,
for example?
Alan Titchmarsh, writing in his recent column in Gardeners’ World, points out:
“We cannot berate members of the Royal family and global superstars for flying
hither and yon in private jets if we buy strawberries in January, for they, too, will
have necessitated the burning of fossil fuel to reach our table.”
Titchmarsh says that if we really want to make a difference, we should eat
seasonally. “I yearn for a return to …. English apples and pears in autumn and
winter, strawberries and raspberries in summer, and asparagus from April to June.
And while he would not deprive anyone of “a slice of lemon for their G&T,” he does
worry “about the growing consumption of avocados, which is causing the
destruction of Mexican rainforests to make way for avocado plantations.”
So instead of avocados this month, why not consider some artichoke, beetroot,
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage (both Savoy and white), carrots, chicory,
cauliflowers, endives, fennel, or spinach, to name but a few of the vegetables in
season in March?

Mothers’ Union Sketty

O

ur first meeting in February was our Annual General Meeting. It was
well attended and we had our usual business take place including our
elections with all the officers retained. When the A.G.M. was finished we had
a Poetry session which proved very entertaining.
Our second meeting was a talk given by Mrs Marilyn Thomas about the asylum
seekers scheme in Swansea. She explained about how people host them in their
homes, and when they arrive in Swansea how little they have with them so they are
glad of help to show them what they need to find; for example post office and
schools, it all helps them. Today we were so few members present it was a shame.
Iris Jones Branch Leader.

Rise! Take your mat and walk!

T

his is the theme for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer
service, which will take place on Friday 6th March at 11am in
St.Benedicts R.C. Church on Sketty Road. It would be good to have
a sizeable turn out from Clyne Trinity Ministry Area churches.

The deadline for articles for April 2020 magazine is Thursday 26 March 2020
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Do we ever feel that we have nothing worthwhile to contribute to the work of the
church? Do we feel we are expendable? Do we not bother to offer our help because
we think it isn't important? Consider the raindrop:
A raindrop falls upon the ground
And many others gather round.
And soon they form into a pool
In which birds bathe to keep them cool.
The rain continues, the pool grows,
Until at last it over- flows.!
And though a raindrop it has been,
Now as a stream it can be seen.
It ripples down a rocky hill
And then a lake it helps to fill.
The lake becomes a reservoir.
For use by people near and far.
So many things that it can do
It's used for heating, cooking too
Or for a shower or a bath
Or to clean up a garden path.
We use that water for a drink,
Or to wash dishes in the sink.
Some is used for hydro power
Or in a works, a cooling tower.

I

Photograph by Canon Peter Brooks
f there is one thing, we are not short of in Wales, it is rain! Last year and so
far, this year we have bee reminded of this. Yet, even a single raindrop has
a spiritual message for us. This month, I’ve put it into a poem.

Just think that the water in the photograph began as one rain drop and what
it has become and all the uses for which it may be used.
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All this began in a small way,
Back when a rain- drop fell one day
God uses our gifts whatever they are
When ‘pooled’ together they go far.
God needs us all and every one of us is an essential part of Christ's body on Earth,
His church. Everyone of us contributes to the whole. Blended- together we become
reservoirs of God’s love to share with the world.
Many Blessings, Sr. Marian.
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Diary of regular meetings
Killay
(Meet in the Parish Centre St Hilary’s Church unless otherwise stated)
Music Society
7.30pm
on 2nd Monday
Mothers’ Union
2.00pm
on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
Brownies
6.00pm
every Tuesday
Ladies Guild
7.30pm
every Wednesday
Luncheon Club
11.00am-2.00pm every Wednesday
Bowls
7.00pm - 10pm every Friday
Simeon Fellowship
7.15pm
lastTuesday of the month at Dunvant RFC
Playgroup
1pm - 2.30pm every Friday (term-time)

Sketty
Prayer Group
TOTS
Mothers’ Union
Sharing Together
Lunch Club

1.30pm
10.00am
9.40am
2.15pm
12.30pm
12.30pm

Tycoch
Thursday
Coffee and Catch up:
every 2nd Thursday
Sing along with Sarah:
9.30 - 10.30am
Rainbows: 5.15pm (Term-time only)
Guides: 6.30pm (Term-time only)

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Monday (term time)
Tuesday (Parish Centre in term time)
Thursday (Holy Trinity in term time)
1st and 3rd Tuesdays
Wednesday (term time)
Friday

Saturday
Lets Play Dance: 10.00am to 1.00pm
Church Hall users
Karate: Monday 5pm and
Wednesday 5pm and Friday 5.30pm
Zumba: Monday 6.30pm

Our Vision: A family, rooted in Christ, committed to transforming lives by:
Gathering as God’s people – Growing more like Jesus – Going out in the power of the Spirit.
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Fifty Years Ago – March 1970 Killay magazine
District Wardens
It has been felt for some time that it would be a great help in the pastoral work of
the parish if it were possible to enlist the help of a number of faithful churchpeople
to act as wardens in the streets or areas where they live. With the population of the
parish increasing each week, and with families frequently moving in and out of the
district it is extremely difficult for the parish clergy to be kept informed. It is
therefore hoped that a faithful and regular member of the church would be
prepared to be responsible for the oversight of a small area or street. The Church
Council agreed to try and work out such an arrangement not only in the newer areas
but also in the older and more established parts of the parish.
Who are you? W.A.Y.?
Recently some students had to do a personality test when they began their college
course. One test the lecturers used to find out what the students were like is called
W.A.Y. These letters stand for: Who Are You? Each candidate is given a foolscap sheet
with 20 lines ruled. On every line he is to write a sentence beginning with the
words: “I am........” The test is to be done straight off, working to a time limit, without
pause for preparation or thought. What a person says “off the cuff” shows how he
really sees himself, what aspects of his personality are uppermost in his mind. From
the answers, a picture can be drawn of the student’s image of his own self.
Youth Drama Success
The Youth Club Drama Group entered the Diocesan Drama Competition and on their
first attempt became the winners of the Diocesan Shield for the best performance of
a play by a youth group within the diocese. The players were highly commended for
their acting and were particularly congratulated by the adjudicators for the way in
which they sustained the Italian accent in the play. They were very highly
commended too, for the realistic furnishing of the set – the inside of an Italian cafe.
Those who took part were: Mario Demarco, Frances Collins, Madeline Bragg, Jayne
Davies, Graham Turner, Stephen Richardson, Gareth Nutt, Janet Protheroe, Sharon
Evans and Caroline Rzezniczek. The following gave valuable assistance backstage:
Ian Harries, Randall Nutt, John Millard, Norman Davies, Alan Edmunds, Lesley
Davies and Ann Cronin. The name of the play was “It’s a Gift” by Jean McConnell.
The play was produced by Mr. Eric Thomas who was highly praised for his
presentation.
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Mothers’ Union Killay

O

ur first meeting in February was Swansea (a culture shock, she said) and
the AGM, ably presided over by they have a son. She took up
Canon Phillip Gwynn, attended by Community Service work in Cwmbwrla
21 members.
for 10 years, helping people in care. She
On February 18th, the speaker was Mrs wanted to set up a Centre and a secret
Emma Lewis who spoke about her millionaire donated £10,000 which
disadvantaged childhood and her purchased an old hut in Fforestfach.
achievements directly because of it. Emma was approached by Channel 4
Emma’s talk, ‘Roots’, told us that she was and a program was made featuring Nick
born in Haverfordwest; her parents Knowles, the TV celebrity and the
drank; her mother was
building of a brand new
deaf and very religious. Emma was given a "Point Centre. With funding,
of Light" award by
Emma learned sign
the Roots Foundation
Theresa
May and she was provides support for
language. At times, she
had to steal or beg for invited to a Garden Party youngsters in care, care
at Buckingham Palace for
food.
One of her
leavers, children in need
her constant support of
brothers tried to care for young people making their and supports vulnerable
her but sexually abused
adults
with
transition from being in
care.
As
one
of
the
her.
Because of
independent
living.
founders of Roots
parental neglect, Social
There are workshops on
Services
became Foundation Wales, Emma finance, cooking and
was awarded an Honorary
involved and Emma was
parenting,
amongst
Fellowship by the
taken into care and she University of Wales Trinity others.
Although
was fostered until she
finance is constantly
Saint David.
was 17. Her father died,
needed, the ultimate
at 36, of alcoholism and his best friend aim is a state of the art Drop In Centre led
moved in with Emma’s mother after the by the Volunteer Management
funeral. She moved into a flat with a Committee.
boyfriend and the women of the village
Mrs Daphne Evans thanked Emma for
community took care of her. By now, her her inspiring story.
mother was deaf and mute, sometimes On February 19th, the annual Wave of
violent and Emma cared for her until she Prayer was held in church with candles
died in 2000. Emma married a musician and prayers for overseas members,
who was very supportive; they moved to music and time for meditation.
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Dates for March:
Tues March 3rd 2:00pm
Fri March 6th
Fri March 13th 11:00am
Tues March 17th 2:00pm

Meeting: A presentation for Lent by Mr Mike Powell
Womens World Day of Prayer
M.U. Eucharist at St Mary’s Church, Swansea
Meeting: A Lenten Talk by Canon Phillip Gwynn

“

If you have
good thoughts, they will
shine out of your face like
sun beams and you will
always look lovely.
Roald Dahl
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Music Society Killay

T

he AGM of the Music Society was held on February 10th in the Church
Hall. In spite of the inclement weather there were 23 souls willing to battle the
elements. Unfortunately several of our members were poorly and sent their
apologies. The chairman began with a welcome and then a short silence was held in
memory of our late member Nan Lee.
The chairman’s report followed and then the treasurer presented the financial
statement. Subscriptions will remain at £5 per annum for members, with a charge
of £2 per visit for visitors. A list of raffle donations was available for members to
sign. The weekly raffle helps the finances. The cash reserves are expected to cover
the expenditure on our guests for 2020.
Next came the election of officers for 2020.The chairman will remain with the help
of Pat Stratton. It was agreed that she become vice-chairman. The secretary/treasurer
will continue aided by Angela Reed. It was agreed that she become vice/treasurer.
Julie Cole and Margaret Jones continue in charge of refreshments.
Julie then brought to the attention of the meeting that the tea rota is the same as
last year. There being no other business, the formal part of the meeting ended.
Then several members entertained us with stories and anecdotes concerning
some of their favourite music.
Eric Thomas began with “The Sound of Music” — a memory of hearing it sung in an
amphitheatre in Greece by a member of the Swansea Amateurs. Then Haydn
Osborne introduced the piano piece “Bagatelle No. 25” better known as “Fur Elise’
by Beethoven. Gillian Hutchinson chose a Mozart clarinet concerto simply because it
is one of her favourites. Gwynneth Prestwood then told a little anecdote concerning
herself and her late husband Fred. The “Dance of the Cygnets” from “Swan Lake”
was dedicated to him. Gloria Dixon’s choice was the wonderful love duet from “La
Boheme”, a great favourite of many present. In conclusion, the chairman chose the
magnificent finale of Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony which always makes her smile.
Our next meeting will be on March 9" when we look forward to the annual visit of
Les and Penny Ryan and the always entertaining “Ariosa Singers”. If you haven’t
heard these young people, please come and enjoy their amazing talent.

Swansea Philharmonic Choir’s Easter concert is a performance of
Liszt’s Missa Choralis and Rachmaninoff’s All Night Vigil, otherwise
known as his Vespers. It will be held in St Mary’s Church, on
Saturday April 4th, starting at 7.30 p.m. Both the works contain
lyrical and well-known passages, which will resound in the acoustics
of St Mary’s and will offer a suitable lead-up to Easter.
Tickets (unreserved seating) at £15, are available from 299443, any
Choir member, or on the door, on the night.

On Sunday, March 29th at 2.30pm, St Paul’s Church, Sketty
the Hemiola Singers will present Stainer’s “Crucifiction”
All welcome
24 Clyne Trinity March 2020
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Worship through Art
An ecumenical study day led by Sarah Middleton
Saturday
16 May 2020
10 – 4pm
Murton Methodist Church, Swansea SA3 3AR
For clergy, preachers, worship leaders, Messy Church leaders and those
leading Bible study and house groups.
“Sarah is a Local Preacher in the Cardiff Methodist Circuit and is an experienced art
educator. She has worked for many years with the Methodist Modern Art Collection”.
For further information, and to book, contact Alice Rutter by 18 April.
Tel: 01792 298167 Email: w.rutter@btopenworld.com
Please bring a packed lunch.
There will be a fee of £5 payable on the day to cover drinks and hire of the hall.

LENT
A time for reflection perhaps to repent
The blessed and holy period of Lent
To strengthen, renew us as pilgrims of faith
Make us aware it's all by God’s grace
To abstain for a time from a pleasure perhaps hidden
A small price to pay for all we are given
It settles the mind, and makes one address
How prayer is important and leaves us refreshed
A time to consider if we've done our best
To follow His teachings as is His behest
Meaningful thoughts without shadow or doubt
This should be for us what Lent is about
And when Lent is over, we remember our vow
To be the best Christian our strength will allow.
Barbara Rowe
(St Hilary’s Mothers’ Union member)
26 Clyne Trinity March 2020

March 2020 Clyne Trinity 27

Ladies Guild Killay

W

e were pleased to welcome
Owen Lewis, on 29th January,
who came to talk about his
visit to Thailand and visiting an
elephant sanctuary.
The refuge was run by volunteers who
look after old and sick elephants,
discarded by their owners when they are
no longer able to work. The first task
allotted to him, on the morning of his
arrival, was to chop pineapples into
large pieces to feed the animals, some
of which were blind, after which he,
along with other visitors, was expected
to ride bare back on an elephant to
bathe it in the river. Owen was a little
nervous partly because of the height
and also because he was wary of the
possibility of snakes in the water. He
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
was very impressed by the devotion of
the volunteers at the sanctuary.
The next stop on the journey was a
visit to the site of the notorious bridge
over the river Kwai where thousand of
Thai, British and Commonwealth
soldiers suffered and died during WW2
at the hands of the Japanese army. It
was very moving to see photos of the
beautifully tended graveyards.
Before leaving Thailand, Owen visited
some villages where sanitation was very
basic, later visiting the much more
sophisticated Bangkok.
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On 12th February, we were pleased to
welcome Mr Ralph Bettany, and his
colleague Mike, who told us about the
valuable work of the St Madoc Christian
Youth Centre at Llanmadoc.
The Centre was opened in 1944, on
land bought at auction in1924 by Mr
William Burr, who donated it for the use
of the people of Swansea for rest and
recreation following WW2. It was
originally farmland with dilapidated
buildings, the pig styes were used as
dormitories and the cowshed as the
dining hall.
With the intervention of Mr Clive
Bennett, Chief Executive at DVLA, who
became Head of Trustees, great
improvements were made.
The Centre is a Christian based
organisation which caters for schools
and any other group which would like to
participate in environmental activities
and schemes. The original “nissen” hut
dormitories have been replaced with
modern facilities catering for up to 80
guests, two halls and sports halls as well
as outdoor activities and a chapel.
Visitors are invited to learn archery,
cooking, farming, gardening as well as
indoor games, such as chess.
In 2019 the centre hosted parties
from 59 church groups and 32 schools,
some local and others from the
Midlands and South of England.

Wedding receptions can also be catered
for. The upkeep is expensive, and groups
are charged. However, children from
less well off families are awarded
bursaries, if available, and local legal
firm, Peter Lynn and Partners offer some
patronage. Visitors and volunteers are
always welcome.
od Cooper, a local historian, was
our speaker the following week
talking about Thomas Prance and
his exploits. Thomas was the fourth
child of John Prance of Appledore, and
his wife Mary German of Penclawdd. In
1793 Thomas became master of the
ship “Joseph” which had two guns and a
crew of 15, only two of whom spoke
English; at the time Britain was at war
with France. Sailing to Norfolk, Virginia,
the “Joseph” encountered the “Sans
Culotte”, a French ship with a crew of
forty and ten guns, during the three day
battle, Thomas hands were blown off
and he was shot in the thigh. His family
was told that he was dead and held a
memorial service. A year later he
returned home. He was summoned to
London to meet the Prince of Wales
who, having heard of his exploits,
awarded him 1000 Guineas.
Thomas bought a boat for convoy
duties but became involved in the
smuggling of liquor in Gower, which
was common at that time. He joined a
“Sea Fencible” which was a naval
defence unit but continued his
smuggling activities. He moved to

R

Briton Ferry and later he became a “tide
surveyor” in Mumbles. One stormy
night a boat was dashed against the
west pier tipping the crew into the
water, he rescued them!
Sometime later, a meeting was held at
The Mermaid to discuss the need for a
lifeboat. It was a fascinating tale about a
local “character” and his exploits.
ne of our favourite speakers, Mr.
John Richards, gave us a
fascinating talk on Shakespeare
and Stratford. It is said that
Shakespeare is the most famous British
person ever to have lived. After the
Bible and the Qur’an, Hamlet is the third
most written about literary work. One of
his plays is performed somewhere in
the world every day.
William Shakespeare was born in
Stratford-upon-Avon on either April 23rd
or 24th , 1564, the date is uncertain, but
records show that he was Baptised at
Holy Trinity Church on April 26th. His
father was a glovemaker and became an
Alderman, his mother, Mary Arden was
the daughter of a wealthy landowning
farmer. It is likely that he attended
Stratford Grammar School, though no
records remain. He married Anne
Hathaway in 1582, their daughter
Susanna was born in 1583 and their
twins, Hamnet and Judith were born in
1585.
Little is known about his life until
1592, when he is mentioned as being
part of the London theatre scene. He

O
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lived in rented accommodation and
travelled back and fore to Stratford. He
worked for the Globe Theatre, which
charged 1d for groundlings, 2d for a
seat on a wooden bench or 3d for a
cushion. The money was collected in
ceramic boxes, which were smashed
open to count the takings in the Box
Office. He became a sharer in the
company which meant that if 6 of his
plays were performed in a year, he
earned enough money to buy a house.
He bought New Place, the largest house
in Stratford in 1597.
Shakespeare was an accomplished
poet who wrote longer poems as well as
150 Sonnets. He also used this verse
form to write prologues and epilogues
to some of his plays. It is thought that
he wrote about 38 plays in all. It was
fascinating to hear members of Ladies’

Guild quoting his work, which had been
learned during their schooldays. If the
word which Shakespeare wanted did not
exist, he created a new word and is
credited with over 2000 new words,
such as accommodation, critical, elbow,
zany, bittersweet, new-fangled, birthday,
downstairs etc. Many phrases which we
use today are direct quotations from his
work.
He died on April 23rd, 1616, thought
to be his 52nd birthday, and is buried in
Holy Trinity Church. Copies of his
signature remain, and we know that he
left his ‘second best bed’ to his wife in
his will. The quill in his funerary
monument near his grave, is replaced
every year. Various properties in
Stratford are maintained by the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and are all
worth visiting.

If giving is in your blood, please help
These are the dates for the remainder of this year. They are all the first
Friday of the month at the Parish Centre, St Hilary’s Church, Killay.
Friday April 3rd
11:00 - 13:30 15:00 - 18:30
Friday June 5th
Friday August 7th
Friday October 2nd
Friday December 4th
The times are the same every time.
You can make appointments for all the Killay sessions.
welsh-blood.org.uk
0800 252 266
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St James the Least of All

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…
On the nonsense of having a lavatory at church
The Rectory, St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place to a far more pressing matter:
the installation of a lavatory at St James the Least of All.
Personally, I entirely disapprove of this additional sign of decadence in our moral
fibre; we have survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years without one, so why
is there such an urgent need now? And being surrounded by acres of fields, there
seems to be a completely acceptable alternative.
It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, informing ushers at weddings, having
liberally refreshed themselves at our local pub before the Service, that we have no
facilities and that they would just have to wait. Their look of pained resignation,
developing to clear signs of repentance as the Service progressed, was most
cheering. It also meant that wedding parties did not linger after the Service but
disappeared with commendable speed to safe havens.
I anticipate that now we have the thing, a sub-committee will form to devise a
commissioning Service for the person who will be in charge of its maintenance. I
can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate set of robes for the office
holder – although it will need some tact to select suitable insignia on the sleeves.
In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a lock
fitted and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns loudly. A hymn
book has been installed as an aide memoire.
The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A member of
the congregation can leave a Service perfectly discreetly; they can enter the lavatory
unseen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn through pipes running the
length of the inside of the building with a thunderous roar.
I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms furnished
with colour co-ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facilities and video
monitors relaying everything going on in the service. But we are made of sterner
stuff, and I maintain that our congregation should be grateful that they now a
lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it should even have heating!
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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St Hilary’s Church, Killay
Readers
1st
1st
2nd
8th
1st
2nd
15th 1st
2nd
22nd 1st

Alan Pickard
Carole Pickard
Jim Proudfoot
Marian Williams
Sheila Betts
Gillian Hutchinson
Family Worship
Mothering Sunday

29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
5th
Apr

1st
2nd

Cath Swain
Beryl Claybrooke

Offertory Procession
1st
Sue & Bob Mapp
8th
Val Beynon & Christine Williams
15th Babs Roberts & Nansi Evans
22nd Family Worship
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
5th Apr Jim & Jan Proudfoot
Altar Flowers
1st
First Sunday in LENT
8th
LENT
15th LENT
22nd LENT Mothering Sunday
29th LENT Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s
Sidespersons
March
Sylvia & Lisa Powell, Brian Wilkins, Pat Stratton
Sponsor for Bread & Wine
Olwen Nicholas

Coffee
1st Sue Mapp
8th Jan Proudfoot
15th Sally Bowen
22nd Gentlemen
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
5th Apr
Beryl Harris
Sidespersons
April
Cath Swain, Pam Davies, Angela Reed,
Angela Seaward

St Martin’s Church, Dunvant
Readers
1st
Eileen Harris
8th
Elaine Redmond
15th Lynne Lewis
22nd Margaret Draisey
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
Sidesperson
1st
Elaine Graves
8th
Sue Dimblebee
15th Gareth Dimblebee
22nd Roger Draisey
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
Altar Flowers
1st
LENT
8th
LENT
15th LENT
22nd LENT Mothering Sunday
29th LENT
Bread & Wine
Lynne & Gareth Lewis
Holy Dusters
Margaret & Roger Draisey

Church Cleaning
Eileen Nielsen
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St Paul’s Church, Sketty
Leader
1st
8.00am
Vicar
10.00am
Café Church
11.15am
Vicar
Music
1st
8.00am
Said
10.00am
Jill Francis
11.15am
Richard Burden
Eucharistic Assistant
1st
8.00am
Biddy O’Kane
11.15am
Elaine Gale
Intercessor
1st
8.00am
Vicar
11.15am
Vicar
Reader
1st
8.00am
Sue Mitchell
11.15am
Clive Williams
Duty Warden
1st
8.00am
Jane Watkeys
10.00am
Eifion Francis
11.15am
Jane Watkeys

Leader
8th
9.30am
Vicar
11.15am
Sister Marian
6.30pm
Alan Griffiths
Music
8th
9.30am
Jill Francis
11.15am
Richard Burden
Eucharistic Assistant
8th
9.30am
Janet Vine
Ken Lewis
11.15am
Mattins
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Intercessor
8th
9.30am
Reader
8th
9.30am

Liz Jowett
Carol Edwards
Jen Davies
Ann Rees
Mary Davies

11.15am
6.30pm
Duty Warden
8th
9.30am
Jane Watkeys
11.15am
David James
6.30pm
Ken Lewis
11th Wednesday
11.00am
EA / Warden Jane Watkeys
Reader
Jan Bowen
Leader
15th 8.00am
Vicar
9.30am
Vicar
11.15am
Vicar
Music
15th 8.00am
Said
9.30am
Jill Francis
11.15am
Richard Burden
Eucharistic Assistant
15th 8.00am
Janet Vine
9.30am
Karen Philips,
Sue James
11.15am
Peter Bowen
Intercessor
15th 8.00am
Vicar
9.30am
Karen Williams
11.15am
Vicar
Reader
15th 8.00am
Dr Anne Rees
9.30am
Wendy Thomas
Ann Penton
11.15am
Ann Burden

Duty Warden
15th 8.00am
Jane Watkeys
9.30am
Jane Watkeys
11.15am
Ken Lewis
18th Wednesday
11.00am
Warden
Eifion Francis
EA
Clive Garish
Reader
Fran Steadman
Leader
22nd 8.00am
Vicar
9.30am
Vicar
6.30pm
Vicar
Music
22nd 8.00am
Said
9.30am
Jill Francis
Eucharistic Assistant
22nd 8.00am
Liz Jowett
9.30am
Ken Lewis
Elaine Gale
Intercessor
22nd 8.00am
Vicar
9.30am
David James
Reader
22nd 8.00am
Ann Price Owen
9.30am
Sue James
Chris Vickery
6.30pm
Harold Grenfell
Duty Warden
22nd 8.00am
Jane Watkeys
9.30am
Jane Watkeys
6.30pm
Eifion Francis
25th Wednesday
11.00am
EA
Janet Vine
Reader
Janet Vine

All Souls Church, Tycoch
Sidespersons
Ray Bevan, Dave Coffey, Brenda Smith
Readers
1st
Celia Hall & Hazel Richards
8th
David Jenkins & Sue Jenkins
15th Family Worship
22nd Hazel Richards & Nicola Tanner
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
Intercessions
1st
Mike Williams
8th
Dave Coffey
15th Family Worship
22nd Vicar
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
Eucharistic Assistant / Altar Servers
1st
Howard Richards
8th
Nicola Tanner & Alayne Jenkins
15th Family Worship
22nd Celia Hall
29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
Flowers
LENT- no flowers
Church Cleaning
Volunteers - 1st Saturday of the month

29th Ministry Area Service at St Paul’s 10.30am
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Parish of Killay - Who’s Who
Vicar:

Rev’d. Canon Phillip Gwynn, BA, MA, DPS, Cert. Theol.
The Vicarage, 68 Ffordd-yr-Olchfa, Sketty, Swansea. SA2 7RF
email phillip@gwynn.org.uk
Tel: 01792 204758
Mobile 07946351787
St Hilary’s Church & Church Hall Parish Centre
Gower Road, Killay, Swansea, SA2 7DZ
Simon Davies, Ken Ellis, Sian Gwynn, Gareth Lewis,
Sian Parkhouse, Mike Powell, Barbara Roberts.
Roy Chapman, Steve Lewis, Alan Pickard, Mike Powell,
Catherine Swain.

St Hilary's
Lay Worship Leaders
Eucharistic Assistants:
Churchwardens:
Parish Vicar’s Warden
Parish Vicar’s Sub-Warden
Parish People’s Warden
Parish Treasurer:
Assistant Parish Treasurer:
Sacristan:
Servers:
PCC Secretary:
Parish Centre Booking Secretary:
Envelopes/Gift Aid Scheme:
Organists:

St Martin's
Eucharistic Assistant:
Sub-Wardens:

Mike Powell
Tel: 208955
Catherine Swain
Tel: 298166
Jeremy Harris
Tel: 07717373435
Ken Ellis (kenellis72@gmail.com) Tel: 207313
Alan Pickard
Tel: 204717
Steve Lewis
Tel: 519311
Roy Chapman, Beryl Claybrooke, Steve Lewis, Glenda Penzer,
Catherine Swain, Dylan Gwynn, Rhys Davies, Carys Davies,
Marian Williams
Tel: 204175
Eileen Nielsen
Tel: 07562377157 or 520685
Alan Pickard
Tel: 204717
Chris Samuel
Tel: 299993
Huw Thomas
Tel: 232271
Martin Draisey (St.Martin’s)
St Martin’s Church
Fairwood Road, Dunvant, Swansea SA2 7PE
Gareth Lewis, Sue Dimlebee
Roger Draisey
Tel: 515391
Susan Dimblebee
Tel: 299503

Magazine - Killay
Editor:
Roger Rees (rogerrees134@gmail.com) Tel: 207916
Commissioning Editor and Printer: Eric Thomas
Distribution:
Advertising:
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Lynne
Lewis
Tel: 898275
Sue Charles-Phillips
(s.charles7@ntlworld.com)
Tel: 520393

www.parishofkillay.co.uk
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Parish of Sketty - Who’s Who
Vicar
Assistant Curate, (Deacon)

Rev. Robert Davies-Hannen
Rev. Sister Marian, S.C.L.

202767
208724

Reader
Churchwarden (Vicar’s)
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
Magazine contact

Alan Griffiths
Jane Watkeys
Andrew Hill
Fran Steadman
Susan James
email: susanj77@hotmail.com
Sister Marian
email: sister.marian@btopenworld.com

208269
208203
301504

Richard Burden
Jill Francis
Hilary Rose

521391
796735
232808

Webmaster

201511
208724

The Parish Church of St Paul
Asst Organist / Choirmaster
Music Group
Bellringers
Holy Trinity Church
Wardens
Envelopes, Gift Aid
Minute Secretary
Treasurer
Lettings Secretary

Iris Jones
Clare Hazell
Fred Amner
Julia Mitchell
Ken Owens
Iris Jones

201955
208013
206466
208620
201850
201955

Jayne Cooper
parishofsketty@gmail.com
Mike Johns

208779

Parish of Tycoch - Who’s Who
Vicar:

Canon Phillip Gwynn, BA, MA, DPS, Cert. Theol.
The Vicarage, 68 Ffordd-yr-Olchfa, Sketty, Swansea. SA2 7RF
email phillip@gwynn.org.uk
Tel: 01792 204758
Mobile 07946351787

Church Warden

Alayne Jenkins

423936 alayne.jenkins56@gmail.com

Church Warden

Celia Hall

405104 celia.hall@ntlworld.com

Church Hall Hire

Celia Hall

405104 celia.hall@ntlworld.com

Sunday School,
Magazine contact

Sian Gwynn

204758 phillip@gwynn.org.uk

Girl Guides

Elizabeth John

874699 elizabeth.john@me.com

Rainbows

Nicola Tanner

207479 nicola.tanner2008@btinternet.com

Director of Music

Lynne Novis

206601 lynne771@btinternet.com

Web site maintenance

Sian Gwynn

204758 phillip@gwynn.org.uk

St Paul's Parish Centre
Administrator, }
Bookings }
Treasurer

www.parishofsketty.org.uk
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www.parishoftycoch.co.uk
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St Hilary’s Church
Gower Rd, Killay SA2 7DZ
St Martin’s Church
Fairwood Rd, Dunvant
SA2 7PE
St Paul's Church
Gower Rd/ De la Beche Rd
SA2 9AR
Holy Trinity Church
Parkway, Sketty Park
SA2 8JQ
All Souls Church
Harlech Crescent, Tycoch
SA2 9LP
Everyone is welcome to our
services, full details of which
are on the back page
www.parishofkillay.co.uk
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The deadline for articles for April 2020
magazine is on Thursday 26 March 2020
The magazine is printed and published by the Clyne
Trinity Ministry Area, Church in Wales. The views in
the articles reflect the views of the individuals
contributing the items and are not intended to
represent the official views of the Ministry Area or
The Church in Wales.
Communications should be addressed to the editors
of relevant Parish:*Please note change of email for Roger Rees (Killay)

Parish of Killay Roger Rees Tel: 207916
*email: rogerrees134@gmail.com
Parish of Sketty Susan James Tel: 201511
email: susanj77@hotmail.com
Parish of Tycoch Sian Gwynn Tel: 204758
email: phillip@gwynn.org.uk
www.parishofsketty.org.uk www.parishoftycoch.co.uk
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Fairtrade Fortnight

- what do YOU see in this logo?

T

he Fairtrade Mark symbol is made up of a blue sky
that symbolises optimism, and an arm, raised in the
air – this symbolises empowerment. The Fairtrade
Mark also incorporates the colour green to symbolise
growth.
Fairtrade products come from over 70 different countries from around the world.
But there are a number of other possibilities, a guy waving, the beak of a parrot, an
elephant’s trunk, a winding road with a sun, a whale’s head – what can YOU see?
Fairtrade Fortnight is 24th February – 8th March this year.
Take the opportunity to learn more about Fairtrade.

When Spring comes
‘See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season of
singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land.’ Song of Songs 2:11-12

M

arch is the month that I associate with the coming of Spring, my favourite
time of the year, and such a relief after the darkness and gloom of Winter.
This verse beautifully describes the joy that most of us feel as the days
begin to brighten, and Nature starts to awaken once again.
These words also speak to us about a new season in life, one that is filled with
hope and expectation. Sometimes we experience the darkness of winter in our lives
– maybe in the form of depression, bereavement, chronic illness, family difficulties,
financial problems and so on. These long winter months of the soul may seem to
last forever. Our joy disappears, our energy dissipates, our mood is low. A thick black
cloud hangs over us and it seems as if the sun will never shine again.
Then we have this reminder that no season lasts for ever. The cold grip of Winter
gradually thaws and gives way to warmer days. The sun does shine again, and the
temperature rises. Birds sing and flowers blossom. The sap rises. Love is in the air.
And in the spiritual realm the same happens. Eventually we will enter a new
season of the soul. Joy returns and life gets back to something like normality. No
darkness lasts for ever. We experience our own awakening, a kind of mini
resurrection. We start to feel alive again, to see possibilities and to dream again.
In the depths of Winter, we can look ahead to the certainty of Spring. Faith
enables us to believe that the winter of the soul will soon be past as well. In the
darkness we choose to hope in God.
By the Rev Tony Horsfall of Charis Training. More details at: www. Charistraining.co.uk.
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Sketty Churches Working Together

Let’s do Lunch in Lent @ 12.15pm
Come and join us for a light soup lunch
Thursday 5th March at Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road
Monday 16th March at Sketty Community Church, Carnglas Road
Wednesday 25th March at St Paul’s, De-La-Beche Road

Enjoy lunch with sister and brother Christians in Sketty
Get to find out about the church providing the lunch
Deepen inter-church relationships

All welcome!
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Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge made a private visit to The Mumbles Lifeboat
Station on 4 February.

Parish Life

T

he Royal couple were welcomed to the Station by Tim Conway, volunteer
Lifeboat Operations Manager (LOM), who escorted them to the deck of the All
Weather Lifeboat, Roy Barker IV, where they met some of the volunteer lifeboat
crew and shore crew. The Duke and Duchess spoke to them about their roles and
how they balanced training and operations with their family and working life. The
Duke enquired about some of the traumatic rescues and the effect they can have on
crew members mental health; a particular concern of his. The RNLI's support
structure for such matters was explained to him.
At the request of the LOM The Duke then presented a 20 year Long Service Badge
to Deputy Second Coxswain James Bolter.
Stepping off the Lifeboat the Duke and Duchess were shown to the crew changing
room where they signed the Visitors Book and were presented with a gift for their
children (3 Stormy Stan dolls from the RNLI shop) and a copy of the Station History
Book (also available in the RNLI Shop). Flicking through the book the Duke was
interested to see the evolution of foul weather gear and life jackets used by RNLI
crews over the years.
Following this the couple were introduced to some of the volunteer fundraisers,
whose hard work ensure lifesaving operations are suitably funded. Representatives
of The Mumbles Ladies Lifeboat Guild and the RNLI Shop were asked about their
fundraising work and the challenges therein. Also presented to Their Highnesses
was a "casualty" rescued last summer by the Lifeboat. In a series of unfortunate
events Paul O'Dwyer had lost his anchor, run aground and then suffered engine
failure before he and his young family had been towed to safety by the lifeboat.
Finally the The Duke and Duchess witnessed a launch of the Lifeboat. The Duchess
commented that Prince George would love a trip down the slipway. The Royal
Couple then departed the Station with good wishes for the rest of their visit to the
area.
Tim says "it was a privilege and an honour, not only to host the Royal couple, but
also to show off our Lifeboat and Station as well as to recognise the great work and
commitment of all the volunteers associated with the Station. Everyone who met
Their Royal Highnesses felt they were lovely people, warm and engaging and
genuinely interested in their work."
Tim Conway
Lifeboat Operations Manager - The Mumbles Lifeboat Station
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www.parishofkillay.co.uk

www.parishofsketty.org.uk www.parishoftycoch.co.uk
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Killay, Sketty & Tycoch

Church Services

